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And I think any attempt to demonize or,
in effect, perform the first plastic surgery on
these candidates and to treat them like
they’re not even people, is wrong, whoever
does that. So I don’t want to contribute to
that. I welcome the members of the religious
right into the American political community,
and I welcome their right to vote against me
at every election. [Laughter] I do. It’s part
of what makes America a great country. I
just don’t think they should be condemning
of other people, particularly in ways that may
not be true, and certainly in ways that are
almost cruel.

I think what we need to do is to tone down
the personal destruction and turn up the
focus on the big challenges facing the coun-
try, and we’ll all be better off. They ought
to be into politics, but we ought to just tone
it down a little bit.

Funding for Kosovo
Q. Mr. President, last night Senators were

here meeting with your Joint Chiefs of Staff,
where they were asked for another $2.6 bil-
lion in supplemental aid to Kosovo. One of
the main concerns these Senators had was
whether or not the allies were pulling their
fair share. Do you believe that the allies are
contributing equal portions that the U.S. is
putting into this?

The President. The EU, the European al-
lies, will pay the big majority of the continued
costs of maintaining order and building the
infrastructure and the future of Kosovo. We
are being asked to pay a minority of the
money that I think is more or less in line
with our fair share and in line with the fact
that we paid the majority of the costs for con-
ducting the military campaign that brought
the Kosovars home.

But I know it’s difficult for Congress to
come up with this money, and they’d rather
spend it someplace else. But just like we’re
talking about this vaccine issue and how, if
we spend money here, it’s good for Ameri-
cans as well as for the people around the
world.

It would be a good thing if we can prove
that we can end ethnic cleansing and slaugh-
ter in the Balkans, and nobody else has to
be drug back there to fight in another war,
or we don’t have to figure out how to handle

and take care of a million refugees who will
have their health problems and their other
problems. And so, as expensive as this is, as
General Shelton always says, the cheapest
peace—the most expensive peace is cheaper
than the cheapest war.

And so I hope the Congress will go along
here. But it is a minority share, and it should
be. The Europeans are shouldering the lion’s
share of the burden.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Minister of Health Crispus
W.C.B. Kiyonga of Uganda; James D.
Wolfensohn, president, World Bank Group; Kayla
Rolland, who was shot and mortally wounded by
a 6-year-old classmate in Mount Morris Township,
MI; and Stanley Fischer, first deputy managing
director and acting managing director, Inter-
national Monetary Fund, who was nominated for
the position of managing director of the IMF. A
reporter referred to State Secretary for Inter-
national Finance Caio Koch-Weser of Germany,
who was also nominated for the position of man-
aging director of the IMF. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the First Estimate
of E-Commerce Retail Sales
March 2, 2000

Today the Commerce Department re-
leased the first-ever official estimate of retail
E-commerce sales—or ‘‘E-tail’’ sales. This is
a historical landmark that symbolizes and
helps measure our transition to a new infor-
mation economy. We first started keeping
track of retail sales on a monthly basis in
1951. The announcement that E-tail sales
over the Internet and other electronic net-
works reached $5.3 billion in the fourth quar-
ter of 1999 is an important step to ensure
that we have accurate and timely information
about the economy in the 21st century.

This is only the latest evidence of the dra-
matic contribution that the Internet, infor-
mation technology, and E-commerce have
made to what is now the longest economic
expansion in history. When I became Presi-
dent in 1993, there were 50 sites on the
World Wide Web. Today, there are more
than 10 million. The information technology
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industry now accounts for fully one-third of
our economic growth, and the jobs it creates
pay almost 80 percent more than the private
sector average. Using the Internet, families
can obtain lower prices and better choices
for everything from groceries to home mort-
gages to automobiles. Our goal must be to
continue to support the basic research that
has allowed the Internet to flourish, to enable
every American to enjoy the benefits and op-
portunities of the new economy, and to en-
sure that the privacy of individuals is pro-
tected in the information age.

Memorandum on Emergency
Disaster Assistance to Southern
Africa
March 2, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000–17

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Drawdown Under Section 506(a)(2)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as
Amended, to Provide Emergency Disaster
Assistance in Southern Africa

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 506(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2318(a)(2) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that it is in the national interest of the United
States to draw down articles and services
from the inventory and resources of the De-
partment of Defense, for the purpose of pro-
viding international disaster assistance to
Southern Africa, including Mozambique,
South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Botswana.

Therefore, I direct the drawdown of up
to $37.6 million of articles and services from
the inventory and resources of the Depart-
ment of Defense for Southern Africa, includ-
ing Mozambique, South Africa, Zimbabwe,
and Botswana for the purposes and under
the authorities of chapter 9 of part I of the
Act.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to arrange for its
publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks Honoring the 1999 NCAA
Football Champion Florida State
Seminoles

March 2, 2000

The President. Thank you very much.
Please be seated. Well, President
D’Alemberte, I was hardly old enough to
vote the first time I met you. [Laughter]
You’re aging well. [Laughter]

Coach Bowden, welcome. I also want to
welcome all the Floridians who are here. I
thank Senator Graham and Senator Mack for
coming; and Representatives Boyd, Brown,
Deutsch, Foley, and Miller—and we have
Senator Breaux from Louisiana is here, and
Congressman Blumenauer from Oregon are
here. I don’t know if they’re trying to spy
for their football teams—[laughter]—but
we’re honored to have them. The mayor of
Tallahassee is here, Scott Maddox; and State
Representative Margie Turnbull. We wel-
come all of them. And mostly, I want to say
a warm word of welcome to the Seminoles.
I want to welcome you back to the White
House.

This was the first national champion foot-
ball team that I welcomed at the White
House, in early 1994. And that team was 12
and 1; this team is undefeated. I came in
with you, and I’m going out with you.

This team has won 109 games, this Florida
State team, in the 1990’s. Truly the team of
the decade in American football. In the first
Sugar Bowl of the new millennium you
played a Virginia Tech team that you got way
ahead of, but I think you must respect them
a lot because they didn’t give up. And
Michael Vick and his Hokie teammates
turned out to be worthy adversaries, Coach.
And for those of us who love football, it was
a sight to behold.

We all sat on the edge of our seats as you
reclaimed the lead in the fourth quarter with
your 85-yard scoring drive and quarterback
Chris Weinke’s touchdown pass to Ron
Dugans. It was a 46–29 victory, hard won
and richly deserved. After it was over, I think
there wasn’t a single football fan in America
who doubted that Florida State was truly the
best team in the country and a deserving na-
tional champion.


